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Period for Reply 



A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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Preliminary Note: This office action includes new grounds of rejection including prior 
art which was not previously cited of record. Accordingly, this office action is made non-final. 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 46-48, 72-79 and 82-84 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated 
by Deans et al. (US2003/0208364). 

Claim 46: Deans et al. is directed to the concept of delivering a postal mail piece to a 
recipient postal address (paragraph 0047). The postal mail piece is first provided with a proxy 
address, referred to as an "IAC". The IAC has a presentation protocol that distinguishes it from 
other addresses in the sense that it is not associated with any decipherable delivery address 
(paragraph 0024, lines 1-8). Changes in the delivery address do not change the IAC (paragraph 
0012, lines 5-7 and paragraph 0045, lines 1-4). 

The proxy address (the IAC) is processed by running a query through a database table 
with the proxy address, in which the postal recipient address is obtained (paragraph 0033, lines 
1-4). 

Once the correct postal recipient address is obtained, it can be affixed to postal mail piece 
so as to effect delivery to the correct address (paragraph 0047 , lines 14-20). 

Claim 47: The proxy address (IAC) is considered to be a "mnemonic" in the sense that it 
appears capable of being remembered, particularly since it may used for very long periods of 
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time (for the life of the recipient, paragraph 0045, lines 1-2). It is considered to be a category of 
information in the sense that it is a type of information, such as encrypted information. 

Claim 48: The proxy address (IAC) is located on the postal mail piece and is detected 
first before it is processed into a delivery address (paragraph 0047, lines 14-20). The proxy 
address is readable as a symbol. 

Claim 72: Paragraphs 0033-0035 describe a computer system including computer 
readable media that define a database. The database includes a reference file which correlates 
proxy addresses (IACs) to deliverable postal addresses. The proxy addresses (IACs) do not 
change with changes in address (paragraph 0012, lines 5-7 and paragraph 0045, lines 1-4). 
Paragraph 0047 describes a secure provider (30) which would operate a database interface 
computer. The interface computer will read the proxy address (IAC), compare it to the database 
of proxy addresses and output a recipient postal address (paragraph 0047). The recipient postal 
address is then affixed to the same mail piece that included the proxy address, and the mail piece 
would be delivered to a physical address as normal. 

Claim 73: The secure provider (30) operates an interface computer to convert the 
proxy address to a deliverable postal address (paragraph 0047). That deliverable address is 
affixed to the postal mail piece (paragraph 0047, lines 14-20 and paragraph 0013 , lines 1-4). 

Claim 74: Paragraph 0037, lines 1-9 describe the proxy address (IAC) being provided to 
an online vendor who also operates an interface to the computer that processes the IAC. In such 
instance, a computer network is transmitting the proxy address from a customer, to a vendor and 
on to the secure provider for translation to a deliverable address that gets sent back to the vendor. 
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Claim 75: An online purchase of the type described in paragraph 0037 is conducted over 
the Internet. 

Claim 76: Paragraph 0030 describes a website which allows the recipient addresses in 
the database to be altered by the user. A user's computer which accesses this website would be 
the second database interface computer. The means for recipient modification is the website 
itself. 

Claim 77: The postal address can be modified without modifying the proxy address 
(paragraph 0012, lines 5-7, and paragraph 0045, lines 1-4). 

Claim 78: Conversely to claim 77, the proxy address can be changed without changing 
the postal address (paragraph 0012, deleting the I AC or having it expire after a single usage). 

Claim 79: Paragraph 0029 describes the secure provider accepting an electronic form 
from a user to register a new proxy address (IAC). When the form is submitted electronically to 
the secure provider, the computer that sends the form is a third interface computer to the 
database. 

Claim 82: See remarks for claim 46. 

Claim 83: Paragraph 0030 describes the capability of allowing users to modify the 
delivery addresses along with an authorization step for performing this function. 

Claim 84: The proxy address on the postal mail piece is readable as an identifier. 

Remarks 

Applicant's newly presented and claims have been amended so as to overcome the 
previous reference to Stolfo, cited in the first non-final office action. In their current form, the 
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claims of record do overcome the Stolfo reference, and this reference is no longer applied in the 
current claim set. However, the new prior art reference to Deans et al. has been identified and is 
considered as being applicable to the claims for the reasons cited herein. 
This office action is made non final. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication should be directed to Sam Rimell at 



telephone number (571) 272-4084. 
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Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 2165 



